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HONORING DR. NANCY J. NIELSEN
HON. SHELLEY MOORE CAPITO

OF WEST VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 22, 2008

Mrs. CAPITO. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to extend congratulations to the newly elected
President of the American Medical Associa-
tion, Dr. Nancy J. Nielsen, who hails from the
Mountain State.

Dr. Nancy J. Nielsen is the first West Vir-
ginia native and second female to hold the
prestigious post. She is originally a native of
Elkins, WV, located in Randolph County and
completed her undergraduate education in
pre-medicine at West Virginia University.

She has a doctorate in microbiology from
Catholic University of America and received
her medical degree from University of Buffalo
where she currently serves as senior asso-
ciate dean for medical education for the
school of medicine.

Dr. Nielsen is always proud to mention her
West Virginia roots to her friends and col-
leagues. She maintains her ties to the State
by serving on the Board of Advisers to the
WVU School of Medicine.

She always makes time for family despite
her busy teaching and travel schedule. Her
mother, Anne Harshbarger, lives in Elkins and
her children, Kristen Bartnik, Robin, David,
Kevin Nielsen live in New York and her son.
Mark Nielsen, lives in Washington, DC. She is
the proud grandmother of 7 grandchildren.

It is an honor to recognize Dr. Nancy J.
Nielsen as a trailblazer among women for her
accomplished career and leadership roles in
the medical profession. West Virginia is proud
to call her one of our own.

———————

A TRIBUTE TO THE NEWLY RE-
TIRED ARTHUR BARNES, A
PROUD SON OF HARLEM

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 22, 2008

Mr. RANGEL. Madam Speaker, | rise today,
as we approach his retirement, to recognize
the exemplary career of Arthur Barnes, who
culminates a career marked by glowing ac-
complishment and triumph. He, this year, ends
an illustrious 15-year stint as the Health Insur-
ance Plan of New York’s senior vice president
for external affairs and corporate contribu-
tions—there, successfully pursuing with great
energy and imagination the promoting of the
health and well-being of the diverse New York
community. Under his direction, the HIP gen-
erously doled out aid—in the form of grants,
scholarships, contributions, sponsorships, and
in-kind services—to those nonprofit organiza-
tions actively working to improve the quality of
life for New York City residents. Through his
efforts, Arthur Barnes empowered community
organizations to make a substantive contribu-
tion to the education of people who were pre-
viously unaware of how they could positively
affect their well-being through preventative be-
havior. This working partnership stands as Ar-
thur's perhaps greatest legacy. It is that legacy
of selfless service to the greater good that Ar-
thur leaves behind for all to emulate.
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He ably served in an array of influential
posts before arriving at HIP: presiding over the
New York Urban Coalition as its leader and
CEO for 20 years, becoming a vice president
at the Institute for Mediation and Conflict Res-
olution, and rising from file clerk to vice presi-
dent of administration over a 21-year period at
Consolidated Mutual Insurance Companies.
His commitment to philanthropy remains a pil-
lar of his public work, serving on the volunteer
boards of Black Agency Executives, Associ-
ated Black Charities, and New York City Part-
nership, which he helped found.

A native son of Harlem, he has remained
loyal and true to his home. But the benefits of
his efforts are far-reaching and innumerable.

HONORING THOR HESLA

HON. DAVID WU

OF OREGON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 22, 2008

Mr. WU. Madam Speaker, America has lost
a great public servant. Thor Hesla died in
Kabul, Afghanistan last night, a victim of the
Taliban.

That Thor should pass at the hands of reli-
gious extremists is perhaps one of the great
ironies of life because he was such a strong
proponent of the humane, human virtues in
life. He worked in tough places, tough jobs in
America, in Kosovo, in Afghanistan, always
promoting peace, democracy, and the general
public welfare. He worked so many hard, dan-
gerous jobs, and he was such a colorful per-
son that he was larger than life. And | guess
there are some of us who came to believe that
the bullets would always go around him, and
in his own particularly human way, Thor had
become a touch immortal.

| owe him a deep debt of friendship and
gratitude. He was my 1998 campaign man-
ager, and we won a hard-fought campaign
under his leadership. But that was the least of
it. It was what he did afterwards. His friend-
ship, his support, and his wise advice, which
| was sometimes wise enough to accept, that
was what for me set him apart and built our
deep relationship. And | believe that there are
hundreds of people across this country and
perhaps thousands of people around the world
who similarly feel this bond of friendship and
this debt of gratitude to Thor. America and the
world are better for his life and his work.

Earlier, | used the word “victim” in connec-
tion with Thor: and | misspoke, because Thor
was no one’s victim. He chose his life, he
chose his work, and he chose Kabul.

Because of events earlier during the recess,
| had an opportunity to speak with my son
about life and its end. And while there are
many ways to live well, to live a good life,
there are few, if any, good ways to pass on.
But if there are any, it is to pass on in the
company of friends and family or to pass on
for a cause. Now, Thor wasn’t with his family
in Atlanta or here in Washington, his sister, his
brother-in-law, his niece and nephew, or his
father; but he was with a family and a circle
of friends, the family of those who care, the
friends of those who care for others and who
care to risk for others. He died in the cause
of ringing some small measure of peace, pros-
perity, and democracy to those who are in dire
need of those things.
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So tonight we mourn, we remember, we cel-
ebrate the lilt of Thor Hesla. America has lost
a fine public servant, but he is now a public
servant for all those in all the ages who care
to remember those who care and sacrifice for
others.

HONORING SANDY DUNN

HON. SHELLEY MOORE CAPITO

OF WEST VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 22, 2008

Mrs. CAPITO. Madam Speaker. | rise today
to honor the accomplishments of Sandy Dunn,
who was recently named the 2008 president
of the National Association of Home Builders;
making her the first West Virginian and the
second female to serve as president of the as-
sociation.

A native of Mason County, West Virginia,
Sandy followed in her father's footsteps by
pursuing an interest in public service and tak-
ing over their family business, B.J. Builders
founded by her father in 1947. In 1974, she
additionally opened her own small business,
Homestead Realty that grew into the county’s
largest realty agency.

While remaining dedicated to her commu-
nity, Sandy emerged in the homebuilding in-
dustry as an affective leader with a reputation
as a consensus builder. She owes her suc-
cess to open communication and listening to
the concerns of the industry within her state
and across the nation.

Her previous experience within the home-
building industry led her to her current post as
president of the National Association of Home
Builders. She has been active with the organi-
zation for 30 years, where she began on the
local level gaining leadership positions, later
served as president of the West Virginia Asso-
ciation of Home Builders for 2 years, and also
served twice as vice president of the national
association. She has received numerous hon-
ors including the 1997 Henry E. King Award,
the highest statewide honor and was named
National Representative of the Year in 1998.

It is an honor to represent such an accom-
plished, female leader who serves the needs
of the homebuilding industry on the national
front, while always maintaining her dedication
to her community of Mason County. | am
proud to call Sandy Dunn, a friend and a fel-
low West Virginian.

INTRODUCTION OF H.R. 5087

HON. HARRY E. MITCHELL

OF ARIZONA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 22, 2008

Mr. MITCHELL. Madam Speaker, earlier
today my colleague Dr. RON PAUL and | intro-
duced H.R. 5087, the Stop the Congressional
Pay Raise Act of 2008, to block the automatic
pay raise Members of Congress are sched-
uled to receive next year.

As you may recall, | introduced a similar bill
last year seeking to prevent an automatic pay
raise for Members of Congress from taking ef-
fect this year.

Unfortunately, despite the support of 29 co-
sponsors, last year's bill failed to reach the




		Superintendent of Documents
	2016-09-09T11:30:55-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




